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enhancing children’s emotional-wellbeing, creativity, & learning 


Hello!
 You have heard me speak of Family Constellation work, have met Judith Hemming, and more recently perhaps heard me speak of some exciting work being done in England and South Africa (among others) applying the systemic and creative principles to “creating the schools we need.”  Many of you have been asking me questions and suggested I put together an opportunity to explain this work and my enthusiasm for it – and to give you a taste of it!  So – the time is now!
 
 Based on 8 years of innovation and research by colleagues beginning in the UK, supported by the nowhere foundation, and now expanding to South Africa, Netherlands, and soon, the US and elsewhere, we are developing an educational initiative called ecl.  It is an invitation to educational practitioners to explore and develop new approaches to teaching and learning so that the creative human potential of children and young people is released.   Specifically, ecl stands for “emotional well-being, creativity, & learning.” The approaches developed are based on three key principles which you may value and understand already and yet which often seem to be squeezed out of focus in conventional education.
 
 One – to view the student - and indeed the teacher - more holistically. See the whole child, not just their intellect but also their emotions, their intuition and more embodied ways of knowing.

Two – we value the context for learning – the whole school, whole family, whole system. By taking in their social context, we can leverage better the relationships that support learning - between children, teachers, administrators/support people, and children’s families. There is also the consideration of how the physical context or environment can best support these relationships.

Three – if a student and their system is in balance (based on 4 ordering principles of time, space, belonging, exchange) a natural flow of learning and creativity happens. They are able to reach out to life as keen and motivated learners. 
 

For practitioners (and parents), the questions are “How do we best create the conditions for such a flow to occur?” and  “How can we develop resources and processes to support classroom practice?”   ecl draws on innovation and ideas from both ancient and modern wisdom from around the world.  Its vision is to support people to develop and contribute a wealth of insights, tools and processes that spark exploration and development in our education systems and in our homes. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am a catalyst in this exploration and development in the US!!  Come join me!
 
 The Invitation:
 Bring your own interest in education and young people and play with us in this exciting and enriching work.  
 This first evening you will learn a bit more and actually experience some of this approach.  I promise you will go away enriched.  
 After that you may choose to become somehow involved in supporting the development of ecl in New England, you may tell others who you think might like to know about this, you may simply take some of the ideas to work you are already doing.
 
 Date: Thursday August 11  6:30PM- 8PM
 Place: Turning Light Center
 Cost: free
 RSVP please!  I need to know how many material packets to prepare!  
Reply to darcy@turninglight.org or call 207.829.2700
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